
ENGAGING LOCAL YOUTH 

G R A N D  R A P I D S

IN LOCAL MISSION



Grand Rapids Immersion is an opportunity for high school 
and middle school students to join with other youth 
from around West Michigan in an urban neighborhood 
to build authentic community, learn more about God’s 
character, and join his mission of redemption in our city. 

The journey begins with three days camping in the 
wilderness followed by three days in the city where 
students learn, serve, and celebrate in an urban 
neighborhood. Students are immersed in God’s word, 
prayer, and mission in the context of a diverse Christ-
centered community. They learn to listen to God, to see 
how his kingdom is already at work in a neighborhood, 
and how they can join that work. Finally, students are 
sent out to apply what they learned to their own context.

MORE THAN A MISSION TRIP



The adventure  
begins with two nights 
immersed in the beauty 
of northern Michigan 
where students slow 
down and connect with 
God and each other.

Students are 
immersed in urban 
neighborhoods 
around the city 
learning, serving, 
and celebrating with 
that neighborhood.

Participants’ 
Immersion experience 
is immediately 
transferable to a life 
devoted to following 
Jesus and joining his 
mission in their own 
neighborhoods and 
communities.

FROM WILDERNESS INTO THE CITY TO OUR COMMUNITIES 



Students will have the 
opportunity to push pause on 
the distractions of their busy 
lives, and get real with God, 
with themselves, and with each 
other. They share their stories, 
build authentic community, and 
together discover that they are 
part of God’s story and discover 
that he is preparing them to join 
his mission.

The wilderness is a place of 
preparation. It is a place of beauty, 
vulnerability, and restoration. In 
the wilderness we are reminded 
of the greatness and goodness of 
God, and our need for community.  
Immersion begins with a two-night 
camping trip where students will 
experience times of epic, team-
building fun and moments of quiet 
devotion; moments of gut-busting 
laughter and gut-wrenching honesty.

 

DAYS 01- 03

Know God & 
Build Community







Listen 
& Learn
God is at work in the urban neighborhoods of our 
city, he cares deeply about those on the margins 
of society, and invites us to join his  
work of restoration. 

But, before we work, we listen and learn. We ask, 
“How is God at work in this neighborhood?” What 
is beautiful, and what is broken? As students learn 
to listen to God and his Word, they also listen to 
the history of the neighborhood and the stories 
contained within its leaders and residents.

 Students learn to celebrate what is beautiful and 
grieve what is broken. With a diverse community 
of youth, students gather together to grapple with 
issues of poverty so that we can begin building 
bridges between the streets and the church.

DAY 04



Serve Many of the resources that urban 
neighborhoods need can be found within that 
community. Students will learn to serve in a way 
that upholds the dignity of neighbors and truly 
demonstrates the love of Christ. Students serve 
by linking arms with residents, being present 
with them, and working together to be the 
restorers of what is broken.

DAY 05

On Immersion, students may walk 
the streets and pray with neighbors, 
or pick up a shovel and bring beauty 
to a local park. They may play bingo 
with elderly residents, or help some 
local children and youth clean up 
their school.



Close down the street, light up the 
grill, bring out the games, and crank up 
the tunes! Immersion wraps up with a 
neighborhood block party. 

After the party students, family, and 
neighbors gather to worship. Then 
students are commissioned and sent out 
into community, to continue living a life 
of mission wherever God calls them.

 

DAY 06

Celebrate 
& Send



“I think the whole 
experience of learning 
to do life simply as a 
believer in a way that 
is reproducible for 
everyday life [is what 
is most valuable about 
Immersion].”  
–Jon Blahnik,  

Youth For Christ Union Director

 

“What a great mixture of 
kids from such a variety 
of cultural backgrounds 
and ethnicities! Felt 
like a brief snapshot of 
heaven!”  
–Steve Meeuwsen,  

local youth pastor



What’s 
Next?
Find additional details and to 
register your group TODAY at 
bsmgr.org/immersion 

Questions?
 email info@bsmgr.org



bsmgr.org


